
 

     Is the Mayan long calendar correct?  Will December 21, 2012 be the end of the world?  Will the earth be 

destroyed by a “rogue” planet?  Will we all die in the zombie apocalypse?  Will a severe polar shift end life as we 

know it?  There is no need for us to wonder.  The Bible has very clear answers to some of these disturbing 

questions.   Jesus said that only His Father knows the exact time of the end of the world (Mt 24:36).  So maybe the 

world will end on December 21, or maybe it won’t.  No human can predict that.  The Scriptures instruct us to not 

worry about the future (Matthew 6:34).  There’s no point in fretting or arguing about it.  And we’re told in 2 Peter 3 

that the Lord will destroy the earth with fire.  Whether He will use a huge meteorite or a gargantuan solar flare or 

something else, only Almighty God knows.   

     Many are fearful because of these dire predictions, some even to the point of suicide.  As Christians, we are at 

peace, for we know and love the Prince of Peace and are ready for whatever may come.  Torment and death hold no 

fear for us.  Because we are right with the pure and holy God, we are ready to die.  We rest in the knowledge that 

our Sovereign Creator has all of this under His control.  He has known what will happen at the end before there was 

even a beginning.  We take great comfort in His providence, power and protection.  We’ve read the end of the Book, 

and we know who wins:  The Man on the white horse.  And those who are in Him.  We have a hope, and we can 

eagerly take advantage of these frightening times and share the Light with those in darkness.   We call that 

evangelism.  

     The Greek word translated “evangelist” means, “one who preaches the glad tidings of the grace of God unto 
salvation” (citatation #1516 Concise Bible Dictionary).  Jesus commanded us to go, and as we are going* “to make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all things” that He commanded us (Matthew 28:18 - 20). 
      So, are we motivated to evangelize only because of the world’s supposed imminent demise?  No.  We should 

already be actively doing so.  Two thousand years ago, we were commanded by our Master to “go into all the world 

and preach the gospel to every creature. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not 

believe will be condemned” (Mark 16:16).  Not only are we duty-bound to spread the Gospel; much more we are 

compelled by the love of Christ, who died for all, “that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 

Him who died for them and rose again” (2 Corinthians 5:14-15).  Our love-response to the One who first loved us is 

to love others and to take as many people as we possibly can to heaven with us!  Now! 

     But, why is this so urgent?  First of all, 2 Corinthians 6:2 tells us that “now is the day of salvation.”  James 4:13-17 

warns us to be careful about making plans as if we will live indefinitely.  Your life is “a vapor that appears for a little 

time and then vanishes away.”  Trite though the reminder may be, any one of us could suffer a fatal heart attack 

tonight, or be killed in an accident tomorrow – including that unsaved neighbor boy, or our grandmother who has 

not yet humbled herself before her Maker.  We need to be ready now, and help our family, friends and 

acquaintances to be ready. 

       Brothers and Sisters in Christ, regardless of the circumstances or of the timing of the end of the world, we urge 
you to be steadfast, to “build yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in 
the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.  And on some have compassion, 
making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the 
flesh” (Jude 20 – 23).  We must do these things before the world is cleansed by fire.   



     Victoriously, Jude concludes with this promise for those who are in Christ:  “Now to Him who is able to keep you 
from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, 

who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever.  Amen” (Jude 24 – 25).   
Amen!  Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 

(Postscript:  The verses we use in our evangelistic efforts include such ones as:  Romans 3:9 -28; 6:1 – 6, 23; 10:9 – 
17; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:36 - 38; John 14:6; Ephesians 2:1 – 10; 1 Timothy 2:5 – 6; Galatians 3:26 – 27; 1 Peter 3:18 – 
22).  


