
 
Andreas Vesalius 

 

Andreas Vesalius was a Flemish anatomist who dissected human bodies to gain knowledge of the 

human anatomy. In an age where dissection was a cultural coup, Vesalius not only explored the wonders of 

God's creative powers in a firsthand way, but his book De Humani Corporis Fabrica
1
 (On the Fabric of the 

Human Body; 1543, 1555) is a breathtaking study of the intricacies of the body. In stunning accuracy, 

Vesalius described the massive spider web of veins and arteries leading into and out of the heart, the muscle 

and tendon structures, the various bones of the skull and the complexities of the reproductive organs.  

 

One of the main reasons which drove him to study the human anatomy and to write De Humani 

Corporis Fabrica was Galen, Greek physician, surgeon and philosopher, whose understanding of anatomy 

was faulty in some major areas due to the fact that he based a large portion of his findings on the study of 

pigs, dogs and other animals.
2
 This led to misinformation to be widespread concerning the reproductive 

organs, the womb and others.  According to the online commentary of De Humani Corporis Fabrica 

“Vesalius supported Galen's belief that the arteries 'were formed so that they might carry vital spirit and 

blood, forcefully diffused, through the whole body.' The heart's role in the vascular system remained a 

mystery. Before Vesalius,  however, no one had even attempted to trace the human arterial system in such 

detail.
3
” Of course, Vesalius didn't always get things right either, and in some things he defaulted to Galen's 

wrong understanding of the human body. Quoting W.B. Cheadle “To Vesalius belongs the credit of daring to 

expose the errors of the Galenian system.
4
” 

 

Vesalius was called the “Luther of the physicians.
5
” He was considered a “revolutionary” for the 

methods which he employed, which included his carrying out the dissections
6
, as opposed to  having an 

assistant doing the dirty work, so to speak. He opened a private practice in Brussels in 1553, and later served 

as physician to the King of Spain
7
.   

 

                                                           
1 http://archive.nlm.nih.gov/proj/ttp/flash/vesalius/vesalius.htm l – This is a fascinating book I would encourage my readers to look through. Some inappropriate 
drawings are contained therein, so viewer discretion is advised.  
2 http://archive.nlm.nih.gov/proj/ttp/flash/vesalius/vesalius.htm l 
3 http://archive.nlm.nih.gov/proj/ttp/flash/vesalius/vesalius.html 
4 http://books.google.com/books?id=qR8DAAAAMBAJ&pg=PA95#v=onepage8g=Vesalius&f=false 
5 http://www.nndb.com/people/270/000085015 / 
6 http://www.clinicalanatomy.com/vesalius2.htm 
7 Ibid. 



His education included attending the University of Louvain (1529-33) and attendance at medical 

school at the University of Paris (1533-36). Vesalius also served as lecturer at Padua, Bologna and Pisa, as 

well as professor/lecturer at the University of Padua
8
.  

 

“Anatomy, according to Vesalius, …should be recalled from the dead, so that if it did not achieve 

with us a greater perfection that at any other place or time among the old teachers of anatomy, it 

might at least reach such a point that one could with confidence assert that our modern science of 

anatomy was equal to that of old, and that in this age anatomy was unique both in the level to which 

it had sunk and in the completeness of its subsequent restoration.   

–De Fabrica, praefatio, 3r, ll.22ff.
9
9”  

 

Andreas Vesalius's ability to discern the structures which form the human body is an 

evidence to the creativity God puts into our hearts.  

 

“I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, And that my soul 

knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in 

the lowest parts of the earth.” 

 

Psalm 139:14-15 

 

 

 

                                                           
8 http://galileo.rice.edu/Catalog/NewFiles/vesalius.htm l – Rice University's Galileo project 
9 http://www.hsl.virginia.edu/historical/artifacts/antiqua/vesalius.cfm 


