
 
Dr. John D. Morris 

 

Dr. John Morris is the son of the creation science visionary and founder of the modern creation 

movement, the late Dr. Henry M. Morris. Dr. John has led a fascinating life, full of unique and 

meaningful experiences.   

 

During his teenage years, his father and Dr. John Whitcomb were collaborating on the groundbreaking 

book The Genesis Flood
1
.  He watched as they poured hours of energy into the pages of a book which 

assisted some who read it to have “roadblocks in their path to salvation” removed
2
. 

 

What a legacy to carry on through his work with the Institute for Creation Research.  As the President 

of that organization since 1996, Dr. John has led expeditions in search of Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat, 

and
34

.  Interestingly, Dr. John has suffered through a lightning storm atop one of the mountains where 

he and some of his colleagues were struck by lightning and paralyzed for a time
5
.  In 1984, he officially 

joined the staff of ICR, four years after receiving his Doctorate in Geological Engineering from the 

University of Oklahoma
5
.  Dr. Morris served in a teaching possession with ICR, as professor of 

Geology, previous to his appointment as president
6
.   

 

Dr. Morris is the author of several books on science and biblical authority, including the following titles: 

The Young Earth, The Fossil Record: Unearthing Nature’s History of Life, and The Geology Book
7
.  He 

is also a frequent writer for ICR’s devotional Days of Praise
8
.  I remember as a seven year old, going to 

hear Dr. John and other speakers, at a creation conference in Dallas.  That was the first time I recall 

hearing him or anyone talk on the topic of Creation Science.   

 

Through the years my notice of his work increased.  In 2009, my family and I were privileged to host 

Dr. John at our church for a mini apologetics conference that our ministry sponsored.  He is a kind, 

funny and intelligent man.   
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His knowledge of geology extends beyond his exploration of Mount Ararat and the search for Noah’s 

Ark.  He has conducted research with Dr. Steve Austin, concerning the May 18, 1980 eruption of 

Mount Saint Helens, and the aftermath of the mud and lava flows which created some amazing 

geological formations, similar to the Grand Canyon
10

.  One of the talks Dr. John presented during our 

conference was on Mt. Saint Helens – which I found fascinating and humorous (“a geologist would do 

anything for a picture…”). 

 

In 2009, Dr. Morris joined Doug Phillips, Dr. Tom Ford and the Erwin brothers to shoot a documentary 

on the Galapagos Islands, also known as “Darwin’s Eden” in retrospective review of the 200
th

 

anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birth, and the 150
th

 year of his book; The Origin of Species which took 

root during his time on the archipelago
1112

.  The film is a refutation of Darwin’s claims of animal 

evolution as suppoedly evidenced in the Galapagos giant tortoise, the flightless Cormorant and the 

swimming salt sneezing Iguanas, among other animals on the islands
13

.  Dr. Morris brought his 

geological and biblical knowledge to bear on the whole evolution versus creation battle. 

 

The strength and tenacity of this man is profound and encouraging.  The next generation of creation 

scientists and researchers stands on his shoulders, building on the godly legacy his father first lay.   

 

“LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? 

Who may dwell in Your holy hill? 
2 
He who walks uprightly, 

    And works righteousness, 

    And speaks the truth in his heart; 
3 
He who does not backbite with his tongue, 

    Nor does evil to his neighbor, 

    Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend; 
4 
In whose eyes a vile person is despised, 

    But he honors those who fear the LORD; 

He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 
5 

He who does not put out his money at usury, 

    Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 

He who does these things shall never be moved.” 

Psalm 15 
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