
Doesn’t Radiometric Dating Prove an Old Earth? 

The debate over the age of the earth is important to the issue of origins.  Evolutionists say that science shows 

the earth is billions of years old, while the Bible implies that the earth is actually only a few thousand years old.  

Who do we believe?  In order to answer this question we must first understand what radiometric dating is, and 

what it is not. 

 

Certain elements break down or change at the atomic level over time.  This break down is called “radioactive 

decay.”  Each element has a specific rate of decay that has been estimated to take a certain amount of time to 

complete.
1
  As certain elements break down at the atomic level, they “turn into” other elements.  Scientists have 

developed a method
2
 by which they attempt to determine the age of a sample

3
 by measuring the known amount 

of a particular “parent” element
4
 that has a “known rate of decay,” and comparing it to the amount of the 

“daughter element” found in the sample.  Radiometric dating is like an hour glass.  Scientists reason that 

measuring the amount of the “daughter element” found in the sample as compared to how much of the “parent 

element” is still left in the sample will determine how old that particular sample is.  This sounds like a scientific 

process, but is radiometric dating really valid and accurate? 

 

First, we must realize that scientists are extrapolating results from a miniscule amount of data.  This is as if we 

walked into a room, saw an hour glass sitting on a table, and determined that the hour glass had been sitting 

there for an estimated amount of time based upon the amount of sand in the top portion compared to how much 

sand was in the bottom.  However, we would have to assume that the hour glass has not been altered which 

would affect the accuracy of the hour glass.  Scientists assume that a sample had a certain amount of a specific 

element in it at the time it was formed.  Additionally, they assume that decay rates have been constant 

throughout time.
5
  Further, it is assumed that the sample has not been contaminated in a way altering the amount 

of the “mother” or “daughter” elements present in the rock. 

 

Tests have shown that these assumptions distort the evidence in favor of long ages.  In fact, many radiometric 

dating tests have shown ages for rocks that are much younger than the evolutionary timetable.
6
  Further, rocks 

formed by volcanic activity have been tested and found to be “millions of years old” even though they were 

known to have been formed very recently.
 7
  This information undermines the old earth paradigm. 

The truth is that rocks and fossils aren’t found with tags stating their age!  Scientists were not present to see 

when most rocks or fossils form, so the best they can do is speculate as to the age of those samples.  The surest 

way to know about something that occurred in history is to consult eyewitness evidence.  The Bible gives us 

that eyewitness evidence in places like Genesis chapters 6 – 9 which tell of the cataclysmic worldwide flood of 

Noah’s day.  Further, the Bible plainly infers that the Earth is thousands, and not millions or billions of years 

old.
8
 

 

Instead of placing our faith in unreliable “dating methods” and in the ever changing word of man, let us trust in 

the Word of the One who is unchanging.
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1 The term used in reference to the length of time that it takes for one element to decay to the point that only half of the original quantity is left is called the “half-life.” 
2 Called “Radio-metric dating” 
3 Such as a rock or a fossil, or some other archaeological artifact. 
4 i.e. Potassium changing into Argon (40K decays to 40Ar), or Uranium changing into Lead (238U decays to 206Pb) 
5 See 2 Peter 3:3 – 12 
6 See “Radioactive ‘Dating’ Failure” http://creation.com/radioactive-dating-failure  
7 See “Radio-Dating in Rubble” http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/cm/v23/n3/radiodating  
8 See Exodus 31:15 – 18; Chronicles 1:1 – 28; 2:1-15; Matthew 1:1-17; and Luke 3:23-38 
9 See Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18; 1 Peter 1:24, 25 

http://creation.com/radioactive-dating-failure
http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/cm/v23/n3/radiodating

