
If there is a God of love, then why is there Death and Suffering? 

This is a question often asked by atheists, skeptics, unbelievers, and people just trying to cope with life’s hard times.  Tragedy 

frequently strikes personally and nationally in the form of car accidents, cruise ships sinking, earthquakes, tsunamis, tornados, terrorist 

attacks and drive by shootings.  When such a tragedy occurs, people often ask this crucial and thought provoking question.  It is a 

question worth answering well because it is a big “hang-up” for many people who otherwise may be open to Christianity. 

An assumed moral position underlies this crucial question – it is the presupposition that death and suffering is bad, and that a “good” 

God would not allow such things to occur.  However, the question can be turned around on the person asking the question (especially 

if they hold to an evolutionary, atheistic worldview).  It is imperative to ask “if there is no God, then what is the explanation for death 

and suffering?”  The Bible gives a clear, logical answer with a good foundation to the original question, but an evolutionary, atheistic 

or even deistic
1
 worldview is left with no real, firm foundation for even pronouncing death and suffering “bad” or “evil”.  In the non-

Christian worldview, death and suffering are a part of life – they have been here forever, and will continue to exist forever.  So, death 

is not really a “bad” thing.  If this worldview were true, we might as well just say to someone who lost a loved one or who is going 

through pain and suffering; “what’s the big deal? Death and suffering happen so just get over it!”  Of course, most people are not 

heartless enough to say something like that, which shows an inconsistency in their worldview beliefs.  Deep down inside, most people 

know that something is very wrong with our world.  They know that death and suffering are elements of life that are everyday 

occurrences, but they also have a sense that this is not how life should be. 

The Biblical answer to this question can be summed up in one word – sin.  Of course, the Bible goes into greater detail, but the gist of 

the explanation is that the Creator of the universe made everything perfectly
2
 – without death, blood-shed, disease, pain, or suffering – 

and within a short time frame, the very first humans He made rebelled against His command.
3
  He had told them that they would begin 

to die physically if they disobeyed Him and ate the fruit from one tree in the garden where they lived.
4
  Further, their rebellion brought 

about a spiritual death – a death of their intimate relationship with their Creator.
5
  In disobeying God, Adam and Eve brought upon all 

of humanity, as well as the entirety of the universe a curse of decay and death.
6
  Because all people since that time are “sons and 

daughters” of that first couple, we all have an inclination to rebel against our Creator.  In this way, we all are partially responsible for 

the mess this world is.  Additionally, we see death and suffering coming about as the direct result of the sinful actions of man – actions 

like murder, rape, terrorist attacks, car accidents, etc.  And, because God cursed not only mankind, but the entire universe, we 

experience death and suffering that comes from the forces of the physical world – things like famines, earthquakes, floods, forest fires, 

tsunamis, tornadoes and hurricanes.  

Skeptics and unbelievers are inclined to ask Christians “where was your God of love when ______ occurred?”  Our God of love is 

found in the promise by Him “who cannot lie”
7
 that one day, He will put an end to this world of misery and death and bring about a 

new heaven and a new earth where there will be no more death, suffering or sorrow.
8
  Further, His love is shown in the cross of Christ 

who lived on earth as fully man, yet fully God, and completely sinless.
9
  He endured unimaginable suffering and pain as He was 

tortured and killed by sinful men.  Christ came to take our sins upon Him so that we could be set free from the power of sin – eternal 

death.
10

  To demonstrate that He, as the Creator of life, had the power over death, He rose victorious from the dead after three days.  In 

His suffering and death, He gives us hope and life in a hopeless world full of death.  His desire is that all would turn to Him from the 

sin that brings them into bondage to death, and receive His gift of life – eternal life with Him in heaven – free forever from suffering, 

pain and death. 

  

 

                                                             
1 Deism is a belief that there is a Creator or “Higher Being” out there, but He / She is not concerned with the affairs of humans, nor does He / She intervene in the 
affairs of humans. 
2 See Genesis 1:31 
3 See Genesis chapter 3 
4 See Genesis 2:15 - 17 
5 See Genesis 3:8 – 10; Colossians 1:12 – 22, esp. vs. 21 
6 See Romans 8:20 – 22 
7 See Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18 

8 See Isaiah 25:6 – 9; 1 Corinthians 15:25, 26;  Revelation 7:17, 21:1 - 5 
9 See John 3:16; Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21: 1 John 2:5 
10 See 1 Peter 2:24 


