
“How could a loving God Send Someone to hell?” 
 

It should be noted that the question, “How could a loving God send someone to hell?” is basically a moral judgment of God.  

Essentially, it is the same as saying, “It is wrong for God to send someone to hell.”  This is highly presumptuous, because such a 

statement places us, as humans, in the role of an ultimate authority by questioning the morality of God in sending someone to hell.  In 

essence, we are judging God based upon our own standard of what is good or evil.  It would be worth asking then, “what is the origin 

of the concept of good and evil, right and wrong?”  If it is just a human “convention” developed by society over the millions of years 

of evolutionary history, then maybe it is not as trustworthy as we make it out to be.  A flexible, stretchy, evolving standard is no 

standard at all.  However, if we base our understanding of morality on something outside of ourselves, in this case the Law of the 

Divine Lawgiver (who is also our Creator), we will have a basis for morality that is unchanging.  So then, the concept of love, and 

justice or fairness (which is what this question is all about) is one, which in reality, is based, not in some mushy humanist ic ideology, 

but rather in principles that come directly from the Bible and are rooted in the nature of God.  

 

To understand how a God who claims to be loving can send someone to hell, we must first examine His nature or character.  One of 

the Ten Commandments warns us to not make or worship an image of a false god.
1
  In modern times, we probably wouldn’t make a 

physical idol and worship such, but to have an incorrect understanding (whether intentional or unintentional) of who God is, and what 

He is like is essentially the same as making a physical idol.  In order to avoid making a “god in our own image,” we need to 

understand what the One True God, the God of the Bible is like.  While it is true that He is loving, His character is so much more than 

that one single attribute.  God is completely holy, or pure.
2
  His nature as such, does not allow for sin to be in His presence.

3
   Further, 

the fact that He is also perfectly just and demands punishment of wrong doing requires a place of punishment.  The Bible tells us that 

any sin, no matter how small will send a person to hell.
4
  Because of His complete holiness that is coupled with perfect justice, God 

does not discriminate when it comes to punishing sin.
5
  A sinner is graciously forgiven only when that sin is paid for by the fully 

effectual payment of the penalty of that sin by the death of the perfectly Sinless One, the Son of God, Jesus Christ.
 6

  Christianity is 

unique among the world religions regarding how the sinfulness of man is addressed.  In some religions, man must work hard to 

maintain a life of good deeds in order to outweigh the bad deeds done in his life.  And, in spite of having tried to do more good deeds 

than bad deeds, it is impossible to know for sure that eternal paradise or rewards will be gained.  The Bible tells us clearly that nothing 

we can ever do is good enough to pay for our sinfulness and restore our relationship with God.
7
  Only by the sacrifice of the One who 

has become the Mediator between us and God that we are able to stand exonerated before the Judge of mankind.
8
  The Bible asserts in 

many places that God loved us enough to send His Son to be the complete and appropriate payment for the debt of our sin which we 

could never pay on our own.  Further, many passages in the Bible explain that God does not want anyone to go to eternal judgment.  

Instead, His desire is that everyone repents and turns to Him for salvation from that judgment.
9
  Ezekiel 33:11 states that God does not 

delight in the death of the wicked, but instead He wants the wicked to repent, and turn to Him.   

 
The fact is that God's love is there to offer the solution to man's problem of guilt from sin.  His holiness requires that those who have 

not had their sinfulness covered by the blood of Christ to be banished eternally from His presence.  Our responsibility is to turn from 

our sin, and seek forgiveness and salvation from the One who loves us more than we can ever know.
10

  So, instead of asking the 

question addressed by this column, perhaps we should ask rather, “Seeing how sinful we are, and how desperately we need someone 

to pay for our debt of sinfulness, how could anyone refuse the loving gift of payment for our sins that God has given to us through the 

death of His Son in our place?” 
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