
“What was the Star of Bethlehem?” 
 

This is a question that has perplexed many people through the years. It is possible that the wise men may 

even have wondered what that heavenly light was.  Many explanations have been offered as to what the star 

may have been. Some have concluded that it was a comet.  However, according to one source,
1
 astronomical 

records indicate that there were no comets present during the period of time that Jesus would have been born. 

Others surmise that it may have been an alignment of some of the planets and / or, stars (termed a conjunction ) 

which would have produced a combination of light sources into a single brilliant display.  Some have advanced 

the idea that the star of Bethlehem was a conjunction of Jupiter (the “King Planet”) and either the planet Saturn, 

and / or Regulus (the “King Star” ). However, it is not that unusual for planetary conjunctions to occur, so such 

an explanation may not be adequate to account for the origin of this extraordinary light. Another source of the 

star, as proposed by some,
2
 is the bright light that can be seen from a supernova (the term used for when a star 

explodes). The proposed explanation is that a supernova occurred in the star constellation Virgo (“the virgin”). 

Although this is a possibility, there were no supernova known to have been seen during the time period of 

Christ's birth. So it would appear that the supernova explanation is inadequate to account for the Bethlehem star 

as well. 

 

Because of these instances where “natural” explanations are based on somewhat questionable assumptions 

or do not match with  recorded history, some have argued that the star of Bethlehem was a supernatural, or 

miraculous light.
3
  In fact, it is interesting to note that Mathew 2:7 indicates that even King Herod was 

apparently unaware of the unusual nature of the celestial light. This makes one wonder if the star of Bethlehem 

was meant only for the benefit of the wise men. 

 

We may never know what the Bethlehem star was. However, one thing we do know for sure is that God 

used the star of Bethlehem to lead the way for the wise men to the Christ child so that they might worship Him. 

In the same way, God uses His Word (the Bible) in a miraculous way to show us the way to Him, that we might 

worship and obey Him. In trusting in the power of Jesus Christ's death and resurrection on our behalf, we can be 

saved from our sins which separate us from a personal relationship with Him. Many things we may never know. 

It is what we do with what we know that matters. What are you going to do with the Light of the World, Jesus 

Christ, this Christmas season? 

 

 

                                                             
1 http://www.christiananswers.net/q-eden/edn-c018.html 
2 The late Dr. Henry M. Morris, founder of the Institute for Creation Research, in his Defender's Study Bible commentary notes on Mathew 2:2 gave this example as 
an explanation for the Bethlehem star. 
3 http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/am/v1/n2/star-of-bethlehem 


