
“What were the ‘windows of heaven’ and the ‘fountains of the great deep’?” 

 

In the account of the global flood in Genesis 6 – 9 the Bible mentions that the “fountains of the great 

deep” were broken up and the “windows of heaven” were opened.
1
  Some have wondered what exactly 

these terms are intended to mean. It would appear that the picturesque language used is intended to 

convey that there was a great rainfall from heaven (the “windows of heaven”) and that great geyser like 

subterranean waters burst forth like great fountains. The father of the modern creationist movement, Dr. 

Henry Morris II, himself a Ph.D. Hydrologist, hypothesized that there was likely “a system of pressurized 

reservoirs and conduits” in the pre-flood hydrological system, which all burst forth from below the earth 

causing great amounts of dust aerosols to disturb the atmosphere and release great rainfall on the earth.
2
 

Some young earth creationists believe that there was a canopy of water vapor suspended in the 

atmosphere surrounding the earth which supplied some of the water for the Flood. There is evidence that 

supports the notion that the earths atmospheric and meteorological conditions were vastly different prior 

to the Flood.
3
 It is probable that this layer of water vapor was a protective layer that helped keep the 

temperature of the earth regulated at levels conducive to vegetative growth world wide. Some have asked 

where all the water from the flood went after the flood? The key to answering that question is to realize 

that the topology of the earth was probably much more flat prior to the Flood. During and after the flood 

the tectonic plates of the earth's crust were twisted, folded and subducted forming the great mountain 

ranges we now see, and the ocean basins which now hold so much water that nearly 70% of the earth is 

still covered in water.
4
  Praise God, we don't have to worry about another global flood, but we do need to 

be ready for the time when God will once again judge the wickedness of mankind with fire.
5
 

 

Footnotes: 

1 See Genesis 7:11 

2 See Dr. Henry M. Morris' The Defender's Study Bible study notes on Genesis 7:11 

3 Such as the discovery of fossilized tropical plants found in what are now the frigid polar regions of our planet. 

4 See Psalm 104:5 - 9 

5 See 2 Peter 3:1 – 13 (especially verses 4 – 7 and 10 - 12) 

 


