
Copying the Creator: The Human Eye & The Camera Lens

I n many ways, the human eye is the most complex mechanism in the universe. There are multiple aspects of the human eye 
that are intriguing. However, I would like to bring to your attention the way in which the lens in the eye focuses light.

The similarities between the human eye and the modern auto-focusing camera lens are striking. As light travels through the 
pupil and iris, the lens must adjust to determine where the light rays are converged onto the retina. Whether the distance of 
the object being viewed is two inches away, or two miles away, the quality of the image will depend upon how quickly the 
lens can adjust.  

In cameras, the focus is obtained by laterally moving the lens inside a tube, which moves the point at
which the light is focused onto the film, or digital recorder. If the object in view moves, the image will form at some other 
place on the film or digital recorder, unless the lens is adjusted.  

Strangely enough, the human eye actually changes the shape of the lens in order to keep the proper focus on the object, 
regardless of the object's distance from the eye.  The instruments by which the lens is warped are the ciliary muscles (also 
know as the ciliary body).



When an object moves relative to the eye, these muscles actually squeeze the lens, making it either more or less convex, so 
as to focus the light rays in the correct location on the retina.  

This concept probably startles you, as we normally think of lenses as being solid objects, usually made of glass or 
something similar.  However, the eye's lenses are actually skin cells that develop by way of programmed cell death in the 
early stages of an infant's development in the womb.1  These cells become independent from the surrounding cells, and are 
able to be warped to the correct convex shape by the ciliary muscles.2

This amazing process takes only nano-seconds, and is hundreds of times faster than the quickest auto-focusing camera lens 
on the most expensive cameras. Once again, humans have copied our Creator, and again we have failed to surpass His 
amazing ability to create! This should remind us of Proverbs 20:12, which reads, “The hearing ear, and the seeing eye, the
Lord has made them both.”

1 Dr. Nathaniel Abraham, Answers vol. 6, No. 2, April – June 2011, pgs. 68-69;
2 www.luc.edu/faculty/wwasser/dev/eye.htm ; also, and interesting video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gvozcv8pS3c&NR=1


