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In this, our first article in our Evidence of a Global Flood series, we will be exploring the historical 

Noah's Ark, and how it relates to the Biblical account of the worldwide flood. 
 

In understanding the historicity of Noah’s Ark, we need to examine some of the background of the 
necessity of the Ark. The first few verses of Genesis chapter six inform us that God, the Creator, saw that 

mankind had become very wicked and evil in both thought and action, resulting in great violence filling the 
earth. This was no surprise to the LORD, because He knows everything, yet, at the same time He is merciful, 
and long suffering.

1
 However, the time had come for Him to bring about judgment on the great wickedness of 

mankind. He would send a flood that would wipe clean the entire world of every land-dwelling creature, 
including mankind. However, there was one man; Noah, who “found grace in the eyes of the LORD,” and who 
lived justly in fellowship with the LORD. The Lord told Noah to build a large barge-like ship which would 

preserve a portion of the land-dwelling creatures, and Noah’s family.  
 

Some modern Christians who hold to an evolutionary influenced view of the Bible argue that the Flood 

was only a regional or local phenomena. They say the Flood was limited to only the area of the world where 
Noah lived. However, this argument is neither Scriptural nor logical. The Bible clearly says that God intended 
to wipe out all of the wicked inhabitants of the earth, along with all of the land dwelling creatures. Further, if 

the Flood was indeed only a local event, why would God have instructed Noah to build such a large ship to 
save the  

 

 

animals and his family? Would it not have been just as well to evacuate the area and find “higher ground” to 

avoid the flood waters? Also, if the Flood was only a “local flood,” then God has repeatedly broken His 
promise to never flood the earth again.

2
  

 

The purpose of the Ark 
 

There are some very amazing correlations between the Ark, and its purpose, and Jesus Christ, and His 
purpose for coming to earth. The Ark was built to provide a “life raft” to those creatures, and people whom the 
Lord wanted saved for the purpose of repopulating the earth following the flood.

3   
We are told that the Ark had 

only one door to enter it.
4
  In the New Testament, Christ calls Himself “the door.”

5
  He also asserts that He is 

the only way to God.
6
  In this, the Ark is an example of the work of Christ. The Ark was built to save those 

who trusted in the LORD for salvation from the coming judgment, and in a more complete sense, Christ came 

to give His life to save those who trust in Him for salvation from eternal judgment. 
 

The Biblical Description of the Ark. 
 

Genesis 6:15 gives us the dimensions of the Ark. It was to be 300 cubits long, 50 cubits wide, and 30 cubits 
high. This would equal roughly 450 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high.

7
  So, for those of you who have 

seen those cute little pictures of “bathtub” arks, this was more like a sturdy ocean-going barge, not a small 

pleasure boat! The pictures often found in children books of a cute little ark with animals poking out of 

                                                             
1 See Psalm 103:8; 2 Peter 3:1 – 9 (esp. vs. 9) 
2 See Genesis 9:12 – 13 
3 See Genesis 6:18 – 22 
4 See Genesis 6:16 
5 See John 10:7, 9 
6 See John 14:6 
7 http://www.merriam-webster.com/ dictionary/cubit 
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windows and a peaceful scene in the background are actually very fictional, and quite dangerous because they 
plant an idea in our minds of an un-biblical conception of what the Ark and the Flood was really like.  
 

Interestingly enough, the proportions used in the dimensions of the Ark are actually ideal for a large ship 
built to withstand a stormy sea.

8
  Secular scientists have studied the design of the Ark and have concluded that 

the design of the Ark was the best for the adverse conditions associated with such a cataclysm.
9
  It may 

surprise us that such a ship built so long ago would be designed so well, but we should realize that the all-
knowing LORD God was the one who told Noah how to build the Ark.  
 

How Did All the Animals Fit on the Ark? 
 

There are logical, Biblical answers for those who claim that Noah could never have fit all the animals on 
the Ark. As was mentioned previously, the Ark was the size of a large cargo ship. One scientist calculated the 
cargo capacity of the Ark, and estimated the number of animals which would have needed to be taken on the 

Ark, and the average size of the animals, and found that the Ark had plenty of room for the animals.
10 

 

One of the key things to know is that Noah likely would have brought younger, smaller animals on the 

Ark for the sake of space, and for future breeding to repopulate the earth. Further, Noah didn't take every 
single animal on the Ark. Rather, he took a pair of every kind of animal, and up to 7 of certain kinds of 
animals.

11
  Additionally, not every single living creature had to be taken on the Ark. There are many creatures 

that live in a watery habitat, or at least would have been able to survive by floating on log mats or other raft-
like materials.

12
 

 

Another essential piece of the answer is to know that the Bible talks about “kinds” of animals, rather 
than species. Some modern scientists believe that the Biblical term “kind” would be roughly equivalent to 

what we classify taxanomically as a “Family.”
13

  In other words, Noah probably didn't take a tiger, a lion, a 
puma, a panther, a Siamese cat, and a Tabby cat, on the Ark. Rather, most likely he took only one pair of the 
“cat” kind. Later through human directed breeding, and genetic selections influenced by the environmental 

conditions, the cat kind would have gone through “speciation” into all the varieties of felines that we now see 
from domesticated cats like Siamese cats to the wild and fierce Bengal Tiger. This process of “speciation” is in 
effect what has been termed “natural selection,” just not quite to the extent that Darwin envisioned where 

amoebas could turn into astronauts over time.  
 

It is also worth noting that dinosaurs were on the 

Ark as well. That claim might surprise some, but there is 
good Biblical evidence, as well as historical evidence to 
back up the assertion. The Bible tells us that God created 

all the sea dwelling and land dwelling creatures on the 5
th
 

and 6
th

 days of the creation week. From this, we infer that 

dinosaurs (being land and sea dwelling creatures) were 
created with the rest of the creatures God made on those 
days. Noah was commanded to take a pair of every land-

dwelling creature with him on the Ark. That would include 
dinosaurs, right? Many passages in Scripture hint that 
dinosaurs were seen in the days of people who lived after 

the Flood, like Job, David, and Jeremiah.
14

  Further, 
evidence from archaeological finds in various places around the earth suggest that dinosaurs likely were alive 

in those locations as recently as only a few hundred years ago.
15

  The evolutionary mindset is that dinosaurs 
died out long before man came along. If that is true, then why do we have man-made cave paintings and 

                                                             
8 http://www.worldwideflood.com/ark/hull_form /hull_optimization.htm 
9 Ibid 
10 http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/ am/ v2 /n2/caring-for-the-animals 
11 See Genesis 6:19 – 22; and 7:2 – 9 
12 http://www.icr.org/article/what-happened-land-plants-during-flood/ 
13 http://www.answersingenesis.org/artic les /aid/v3/n1/zonkeys-ligers-wholphins 
14 See Job 40:15 - 24, 41:1 – 34; Psalm 74:13 
15 http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/ v15/i4/dinosaurs.asp http://www.answersingenesis.org/creation/v19/i2/stone.asp 



Page 3 of 3 
 

graphic depictions of dinosaur like creatures in numerous places from the Americas, to Europe to the Far 
East?

16
   It is very possible that many of the dinosaurs gradually went extinct in the centuries after the Flood as 

the earth's climate drastically changed as a result of the Flood.
17

  
 

Modern Claims of Ark Discoveries 
 

In recent years, there have been claims by several different individuals and groups of explorers that the 

Ark has been located. The focus of expeditions in search of Noah's Ark have centered on the Ararat mountain 
range on the border of modern day Turkey and Iran. Through the course of the past few decades different 

people have claimed to have seen the Ark, or at least parts of it. These claims, however, may not be as “water 
tight” as one might think. Several of the alleged Ark sightings are based upon seeing from a distance parts of 
large box shaped objects, which may be only rock formations, or some other object. This is not to rule out the 

possibility that the Ark may very well have been spotted by these different explorers, but to make an absolute 
assertion that the Ark has been found may be premature at this point. Dr. John Morris, President of the Institute 
for Creation Research, has climbed the mountains of Ararat in search of Noah's Ark on several occasions. His 

opinion regarding the recent claims by some notable explorers that the Ark has been found is that; 
“[b]ased on my partial information I suspect that this formation is not the Ark of Noah. The information 

I do have does not favorably point to a human origin, but toward a geologic source. I have been 
involved in the search for the Ark for over 30 years, and as much as I believe in Noah's Ark and would 
love to report that it has been found, I can not at this time do so.” 

 
Some argue that finding Noah's Ark would prove the Bible to be true, but in reality, we don't need to 

find the Ark to know that the Bible is true. All around the world, there are layers upon layers of fossil laden 

rocks. These rock layers and fossils are silent testimonies to the fact that there really was a world-wide flood 
sent to judge mankind and to destroy all the land-dwelling creatures. So, don't place your faith in alleged Ark 

discoveries, trust in the One whose Word tells us about the catastrophic flood of which we see much evidence 
in our world today! 

 

Our response should be to praise God for His mercy in saving us through His Son, Jesus Christ, from 

His coming future and eternal judgment.  
 

 

                                                             
16 Psalm 91:13; 104:25, 26; Jeremiah 51:34, 37; Lamentations 4:3 
17 For more on this, see the Dinosaurs: Important to the Gospel article by Phoebe Kautt in the May – June 2011 issue of The Tool Box 


