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This article, our fifth part in the Evidences of a Global Flood series, will examine how the fascinating flood legends 

and stories from various cultures around the world are a good indicator that a global Flood really did occur.  Although the 

legends and stories themselves do not measure up against the detailed and scientifically accurate Biblical account of the 

global Flood, they nevertheless serve as clues that a global and catastrophic Flood did occur at one time in history. 

 

Many cultures around the world have tales about a great flood occurring in the distant past.  In fact, according to one 

researcher, there are well over 250 flood legends from different cultures worldwide.
1
 These “legends” vary greatly in the 

details; however many of them have the same basic elements as the Genesis account.  Even so, some of the legends include 

illogical and / or unlikely details.  The basic elements shared with the Biblical account by these legends are that mankind had 

become evil, and that God (or a “great spirit,” gods, etc.) was angry with mankind, and (s)he wanted to destroy the world (in 

part at least) because of the evilness of man.  The legends also are similar to the Biblical record in that they often tell of a 

“good” man, person, or people who built a boat, or found some other way to escape the destruction of humanity and the earth.  

 

The Epic of Gilgamesh 

  

One of the most famous of ancient flood legends is the Gilgamesh Epic from the Sumerian language of ancient 

Mesopotamia.  Included in these extensive series of poem-stories is a legend of a character named Utnapishtim, who was the 

hero in the legend of the flood.   
 

According to Tablet Eleven in the Epic,  Utnapishtim was warned by the gods of an impending flood that was to wipe away 

mankind from the earth.
2
  Utnapishtim was to build a cube shaped boat of exact dimensions and water-proof it with a tar-like 

substance.  This boat saved Utnapishtim, his family, the workers who helped him build the boat, and the animals of the land, 

from the great storms which flooded the earth.  Six days later when the storms had ended, and his boat had landed on a 

mountain, Utnapishtim sent out a dove, then a swallow, and then a raven to scout for dry land and vegetation.  When the 

raven failed to return to the boat, the occupants of the boat disembarked and proceeded to offer oblations to the gods for 

saving them.  

 

Just from a cursory overview of the Gilgamesh Epic, we can see many striking similarities between the Epic and the 

Biblical account of the Global Flood.  Even so, there are also glaring differences, and illogical / unscientific details in t he 

Epic of Gilgamesh.  One example is the detail about the boat being cubed shaped.  This would have been an extremely 

unstable vessel for the kind of cataclysmic meteorological and geological activity occurring during such a flood.  On the 

other hand, the dimensions given in the Biblical account for Noah’s Ark are actually quite optimally designed for stability, 

comfort and strength.3   

Each of the major, inhabitable continents has cultures which have their own unique stories and legends of a great, 

catastrophic flood that once destroyed part or all of the earth.  The flood legends aren’t just from areas of the larger, main-

land continents either.  Interestingly enough, the indigenous tribes of Australia have several different flood legends and 

stories, and each varies somewhat from the others.
4
  However, they all tell of a deluge sent on the earth to wipe out most of 

mankind because of their wicked deeds.   
 

 

 

                                                             
1 Dinosaurs by Design, Dr. Duane T. Gish 
2 http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/ gilgamesh/tab11.htm 
3 “Noah’s Ark: Thinking Outside the Box” is a good DVD on the subject. 
4 http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/cm/ v4/n1/australian-aboriginal-flood-stories 

http://www.ancienttexts.org/library/mesopotamian/%20gilgamesh/tab11.htm
http://www.answersingenesis.org/articles/cm/%20v4/n1/australian-aboriginal-flood-stories
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Criticism of the Flood Legends 
 

Why do we find in cultures around the world so many legends and stories of a great 

flood?  Surely there is a logical explanation.  Some critics of the Bible say that the Biblical 

account of the Flood was made up by copying from these other cultures’ flood legends and 

stories.   However, a more likely explanation from an anthropological point of view is that 

these cultures had common ancestors which passed the legends and stories down from 

generation to generation.  Recently while when this author was discussing this subject with 

a friend, the friend pointed out that he thought that whatever legend, or account that had the 

most details and was the most logical in its record was likely the true one.  This author 

tends to agree with this criteria for determining which flood story is the true one. 
 

One researcher of this subject points out that the legends that are closest in content 

and details to the Biblical account are the legends that come from the Middle Eastern region 

of our world.
5
  This should come as no surprise as the Ark is reported to have landed in the 

mountains of Ararat, which many people believe to be located in an area of modern day 

Turkey near the border with Iran and Armenia.
6
  Those cultures which have lived in the 

same basic area close to where the Ark originally landed, without moving away to other parts of the globe, would be much 

more likely to have the generational and cultural continuity to retain the accuracy of the original, factual account of the actual 

event. Further, the Biblical account of the flood is one of the more detailed and logical in its record, which would lend 

credence to the authenticity of the Biblical account itself as being the original account. 
 

Another criticism leveled against the Bible and a worldwide flood, with regards to flood legends, is that the peoples 

who made up these legends did so because they experienced mild localized flooding in their own native regions.  However, 

wouldn’t it be insulting to the intellect of these people to say that multiple cultures around the world are all wrong when they 

say that the earth was covered by water at one time as a judgment by God?  It would be similar to saying that multiple, 

unrelated, unconnected witnesses all give a very similar report, and we tell them they are all wrong, simply because we think 

they have all made up their report. 
 

Flood Legends and the Tower of Babel 
 

Why do we find Flood legends of great similarity all around the world?  One very plausible and likely explanation for 

this phenomenon is based in the Biblical account of the Tower of Babel.  Genesis chapter 11 records the account of the 

construction and subsequent demise of the Tower of Babel.  After the Flood, God had commanded Noah and his family to 

“fill the earth,”
7
 but apparently, some of his family did not obey that command and drifted into worship of false gods.  They 

began building a tower,
8
 with the hope that they could defy God, and become famous.  God caused the people at Babel to 

have their one single language confused (into multiple languages), which resulted in scattering the people around the world.  

Likely, groups of people who spoke the same language moved in the same direction.  As these groups of people moved to 

different parts of the globe, they would have probably retained some vestiges of the account of the Great Flood,
9
 as handed 

down to them over the generations.  Many of the languages of the ancient cultures (and even some in remote parts of the 

world today) were primarily oral in nature, and not written. Like the old “telephone” or “gossip” game that children play, in 

which the message from the original sender becomes distorted or altogether different as it passes from one person to another, 

the account of the Great Flood likely was changed by people as time went on, and the story was told to subsequent 

generations.  In this way, these flood legends would support the Biblical creationist position that all the peoples of the earth 

are descendants of the same ancestors – Noah and his family.
10

 
 

So we see that while the flood legends and stories from around the world are not conclusive proof of a worldwide 

flood, they do serve as evidence that such an event really took place – just as the Bible tells us!  We should also realize that 

Satan, as the “Father of Lies,”
11

 knows how powerful partial truths are, and so it is no surprise that he would instigate the 

corruption of the verbal historical records of the judgment of sin in the form of the Great Flood by the Creator God. 
 

                                                             
5 http://www.icr.org/article/why-does-nearly-every-culture-have-tradition-globa/ 
6 See Genesis 8:4 
7 See Genesis 8:17 
8 Some scholars believe this “tower” may have been something like the Babylonian Ziggurats, or maybe like the Egyptian pyramids, or perhaps similar to 
the Aztec temples. 
9 As well as other pre-Babel Biblical history like Creation and the Fall. 
10 See Acts 17:24 – 26 (esp. vs. 26)  
11 See John 8:44 

http://www.icr.org/article/why-does-nearly-every-culture-have-tradition-globa/
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In this series of articles, we have explored scientific, historical, and anthropological evidences of a global flood.  The 

next article, which will be the last in the series, will examine the evidences from theology and from other Biblical writers 

regarding the nature of the great Flood.  Meanwhile, let us remember that God has given us numerous indicators that testify 

to both His righteous judgment in sending a worldwide flood to destroy the wickedness of man, but also His gracious mercy 

in sparing righteous Noah and his family to start anew in the post-flood world.  


